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There was lots of entertainment
atthisyear's
Celebrity Pancake Feed

Combat AirMuseum’s 2007 edition of its Celebrity
Pancake Feed provedto be another big success. Thanks
to the efforts of Gene Howerter, we had many new
facesamong our25 celebrity flippers, and several others
who have become regular participants of this annual
fundraising event. Bob Carmichael of Perkins Res-
taurant was Chiei Flipper and provided ihe pancake
mix, sausage, syrup, butter,and milk. Thisyear Bobused
asecond grill to help cut down the time people waited in
line for their pancakes. Theticketcountcameinat 574
attendees, and our net proceeds were over $1,700

Weexpanded ourentertainment this year, much to
the appreciation of our pancake eaters. Member Dan
Pulliam had his Fifth Grade musicians from Williams
Scienceand Fine Artsand Scott Computer Technol-
ogy Magnetschoolsback this yearto play for us. Also,
forthe firsttime we had Beverly Bernardi Postand 30
students from her Conservatory of Dance incostumeto
perform forthe crowd. Beverly also gota fewadults to

"Pancake Feed,” con't. on page 10
Photos b Don Maihers

Above: Flippers Nancy and Ray Irwin and
Bob Carmichael watch as Norton Bonaparie
flips a fresh batch of pancakes.
Below: Dan Pulliam directs his band
students in a musical number.
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In Memoriam
Newsletter Editing Joseph “Joe” Higgins
& Design July 28, 1923 -
Toni Dixon

April 27, 2007

(785)865-4221 #33
30 years member

Dixon Communications

Museum Hours
Monday - Saturday
9AM.-4:30P.M.

Last Admission3:30 P.M. . ; .
Sunday Noon -4:30 P.M Combat Air Museum lost one of its truest friends, who was also a

Last Admission 3:30 P.M. member and volunteer, on April 27, 2007 when Joe Higgins died from
injuries suffered inatrafficaccident April 24. Joe wasa founding member
of CAM. one ofa group of people who had a vision of forming a military
aviationmuseum in Topeka. Overthe next three decades Joe weathered the
of Topeka, Kansas, good and the bad associated with operating a private not-for-profit organi-
is published bi-monthly. zation geared towards the restoration and preservation of aircraft and
artifactsassociated withmilitary aviation history.
coment A welogmicd. Early inthe Museum's history, when CAM was located in Hangar 626

Any,information for:Plane Talk at Forbes Field, Joe and a handful of othermembers joined aircraft collector
should be submitted to CAM office.

Plane Talk, the official newsletter
of Combat Air Museum

Your questions and
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David TallichetonatriptoNica-
raguatorecovertwo North Ameri-
can T-28 Trojanand one Douglas
A-26Invaderaircraft. [t wasabit
of an adventure for the group.
While in Nicaragua, they were
ushered to a waiting area at the
airport because one of the aircraft
was not yetready for delivery to
Tallichet. Although the A-26"s
purchase had taken place and the
appropriate documents had
cleared. the plane was still being
flownby government forcesagainst
Sandinista rebels. It had just re-
turned from a mission. and the
group had to wait while the arma-
ment wasremoved from the plane.

Their flight plan back to the
US had them flying offthe eastern
seaboard of Mexico so as to not
fly through Mexicanairspace with
“military/combat™ aircraft. This
apparently worked well until they
neared Brownsville, Texas and
Tallichet experienced fuel prob-
lems with the T-28 he was flying.
Helanded onaMexicanroadway. and thenenlisted the
local populace to get fuel for the plane. Once the tanks
were filled enough, Tallichetmade his takeofffrom the
road, allegedly justahead of the local federales.

Joe brought to the Museum many talents that
helped make CAM whatitistoday. There were very few
aspects of working in the Museum inwhich Joe did not
take part. He was much involved in the planning.
preparation, and working the airshows. A lotofhistime
was spent inmaking improvements to the two hangars
and associated grounds that make up CAM. Hisvoca-
tionasanelectrician wasespecially puttouse in Museum
projects. Joe installed power and lighting to the Work-
shop and Carpenter Shop when they were built. and
wired many exhibits around the Museum. He also
designed andinstalled the lighting forthe Art Gallery.

Astimeandage keptJoe from doing heavy labor
projects. he devoted histalents to working with wood for
Gift Shop items. He planed. cut out and finished the
wood baseson which.50 caliber machine gunshellsand
hand grenades were mounted for sale in the gift shop. He

Joe Higgins and a
garage sale treasure

also polished the .50 calibershells.
Joe also made a number of wood
penand pencils for the Gift Shop,
turning and polishing the wood
shaftsonhis lathe inthe workshop.
thenassembling the units.

Everyone could justaboutset
his or her week dates by Joe. His
volunteer days were Monday.
Wednesday, and Friday, and we
alljoked about how he messed up
everyone’s schedule ifhe showed
upona Tuesday.

Joe was a member of the
“Greatest Generation.” He served
inthe Army Air Corpsduring World
War Il as a gunner on B-24 Lib-
erator bombersinthe 776" Bom-
bardment Squadron, 464" Bom-
bardment Group. Fifteenth Air
Force. Hisoutfitinitially flewoutof
North Africa, thenmoved toltaly.
Joe’s aircraft was shot down by
flak on his 19" mission on July 5,
1944, Joe parachuted safely into
the seaand wastrying to getout of
his parachute hamess whenthe wind
caused his chute to billow and drag him through the
water. Joe said he could see water over his feetand to
hisrightand left, which meant the shore was behind him.
He let the chute drag him into shallow water. He was
captured almost immediately after he came onto the
beach and became a prisoner of the German govern-
ment. Britishtroops liberated his Prisoner of Warcamp
at 11 a.m. May 2. 1945,

Joe’s POW experiences were putto use when the
POW barracks exhibit was built. Many of his POW
documents were copied and placed with the exhibit.
LastyearJoe donated the original documents and other
letters. papers. and clippings associated with his POW
statusto CAM sarchives.

We will miss Joes presence, and will probably
missmosthisconversationsat the lunchtable. Helefthis
mark in so many ways and places at CAM. We will
always be grateful for knowing Joe and having histime
and service with the Museum.

S S S
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National History Day contestants make presentations on
"Triumphand Tragedy"

Fourjuniors from Seaman High School (Topeka)
were our guest presenters at the April Membership
Luncheon. The fourare membersofanadvanced honors
history class taught by Susan Sittenauer. Susan has
brought students to our April Membership Luncheons
forseveral years. now.

As part of the honors class. each student has to
prepare an entry for the annual National History Day
contest. They have several formats inwhichto present
theirtopic and cando thisindividually. as pairs oras an
ensemble, depending on the format. The studentshave
to use aminimum of 30 sources for their topics with the
focus on primary sources, which are essentially first-
hand type accounts.

Theinitial competition wasat Washburn University
(Topeka) on February 24. First and second place
finishers qualified forthe State competitionheld April
28" Firstand second place finishers at the state level
qualify forthe national competition to be held in June at
University of Maryland. Susan said thatover 750.000
students compete nationwide in the contest.

The four studentsat the April luncheon worked as
pairsand both teams used astoryboard format for their
presentation. The theme for this year’s contest was
“Triumphand Tragedy.”

Kyle Wells and Zach Carlson presented
“Rudder’s Rangers Take Point DuHoc.” This event

happened during the Allied landings on the coast of
Normandy. France onJune 6, 1944. The 225 menofthe
US 2 Ranger Battalion, under the command of Colonei
James Earl Rudder, had to climb the cliffs of Point Du
Hoc west of Omaha Breach in order to destroy six
German gunemplacementsat the top ofthe cliff. The
Rangers had to use rope ladders and extended metal
poles with ladder rungs to scale the 100-foot cliff. The
ropes were attached to grapnel hooks fired up the cliff
face. The ladders were brought ashore in segments that
had to be assembled on the beach. under fire.

Inasceneoftenrepeated along the assault beaches
thatday. the Rangers hit the beach some 30 minutes late
and atthe wrong place. The naval bombardment against
Point Du Hoe was on time, and when it started. the
German forces backed out of their positions until the
bombardment was over. They had resumed their posi-
tionsand were well entrenched by the time the Rangers
came ashore.

As they scaled the cliff, the Rangers came under
heavy machine gunand small arms fire as well ashand
grenades being thrown down onto them. By shear
perseverance. they did gain the top of the cliffand beat
back the Germanresistance. The Battalionsuffered over
50% casualties. About 175 Rangersreached the top of
Point DuHoc. and then more casualties occurred during
the fighting there. The Rangers discovered that there
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Left: Susan with Kyle Wells
and Zach Carison.

Right: Susan Sittenauer, Patrick
Wittenbach and Gabe Bullard.

Phot os by Don Mathers

were no guns inthe emplacements, just wooden poles.
butas they fanned out from the clifftop. the guns were
discovered inanorchard and destroyed.

The Rangers had to hold off German counter
attacks through the nightand stayed atop Point DuHoc
anextra twoand one-halfdays before being relieved.

Kyle and Zach said the Rangers had trained in
Floridafortheirbeachassaultand in Tennessee fortheir
climbing. OnceinEngland they trained intheirclimbing
using borrowed fire department ladders. They also
foundintheirresearch that Colonel Rudder wentonto
become President of Texas A&M and opened the
school to women during his tenure there.

The storyboard builtby Kyle and Zach contained
three panels with22 text blocks. amap of Point Du Hoe
and the beach below. and several illustrations with
captions. They builta diorama of the cliffand blufftop
withscaling ropes and ladders leading up the face of the
cliff:

“August 1945, TriumphoverJapan,” was the topic
chosen by Gabe Bullard and Patrick Wittenbach for
their presentation. Theirstoryboard dealt with President
Harry S. Truman’sdecisiontodrop atomic bombs onthe
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. It was also
made ofthree panelsand included atimeline of 20 events
beginning in August 1939 when Albert Einsteinwrote a
letterto President Franklin Delano Rooseveltabout Nazi
Germany’sattempts to purify uranium U-235 thatcould
be used todevelopanatomic bomb. The timeline ended
with the September 2. 1945 official surrender of the
Japanese to Allied forcesin Tokyo Bay.

Gabe and Patrick said the use of the two bombs is

tu_\ R
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still debated today as to whether they were necessary.
They said that the Hiroshima blastkilled approximately
90% ofthe medical staffinthecity instantly, so there was
virtually no one to care forthe wounded. Overhalfthe
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were destroyed and
theirindustrial capabilities were putout of service. Over
100,000 casualties occurred. They also stated that
Einstein was a pacifist and against the use of the bomb.
Butas faras President Truman was concerned, he feltit
was the right decision to use the bombs and did not
agonize over his choice. Allied forcesdid nothaveto
invade Japanand face Japanese fanatics who would fight
totheirdeathagainstany invaders, The bombsended the
war.,

One of our members, Colonel Hollis Logan
(UASF,Ret.)said that he was in B-29sin the Twentieth
AirForce on Guam during thistime. Most people didnot
know what the 509" Composite Group was doing until
the day after the bomb was dropped. He also said the
Enola Gay. the B-29 that dropped the bomb on
Hiroshima. had false markings painted onitin hopesthe
Japanese wouldrecognize itasa weatheraircraft.

In addition to the timeline. Gabe and Patrick’s
storyboard included 14 textblocksand nine illustrations
withcaptions. They.too. builtadiorama. theirsbeing the
fourmajorislandsofJapan. They identified the locations
ofHiroshima, Nagasaki. Tokyo.and Mount Fujiontheir
respective islands.

Before they left Kyle and Zach, and Gabe and
Patrick donated theirstoryboards to the Museum. They
are now on exhibit. »
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CAMopens newexhibitsincluding artifacts from
the Old Olathe Naval AirMuseum

During April we turned on the lights for ourlatestexhibit. Tom
Witty finished the exhibit on Naval Air Station (NAS) Olathe.
Kansas. making good use of two large exhibit cases acquired a few
vearsago by Gene Howerter. By the time he was done, Tom had
prepared six panels on the history of NAS Olathe, in effect. enough
material to fill about six of the exhibit cases normally used.

The exhibit covers primarily the history of NAS Olathe from
1942-1970. There isalso a section that covers the Naval Reserve
presence at the former air station from 1975-1995. Today, the
runways and remaining original structures make up just a part of
today’sNew Century Air Centerlocated on the outskirts of Gardner,
Kansas. Althoughestablished as Naval Air Reserve Base Olathe,
then Naval Air Station Olathe. the air station was much closerto
Gardnerthan Olathe.

0ld Olathe Naval Air Museum (OONAM) operated in the
former Commanding Officerand Executive Officer’squarters from
1992—-2004. In 1999, the museum had to condense into one building
asthe other was condemned for structural reasons. Inthe summerof
2003, OONAM representatives contacted Combat Air Museum
telling us that OONAM would likely close in 2004, and they wanted
toknowifwe could take their collection inorderto keep the history
of NAS Olathealive. Several of CAM’s board members traveled to
OONAM and met withits Board of Directors. From thatmeeting,
CAM later provided OONAM a letter indicating the items we felt we
could take from theircollection. InFebruary 2004, OONAM closed
and some 43 boxes full ofartifacts as well as numerous individual
items were transferred from OONAM to CAM. Notlong after. the
building housing the former OONAM was torn down and the site
filledin.

During the first months after acquiring the materials from
OONAM. CAM volunteers sorted through the boxes of artifactsand
beganstoring the materials. A numberoftheartifactsinvolved military
aviation, butwere not directly linked to NAS Olathe. Soon, some of
these artifacts were placed in other exhibits. A few of the stored
boxes have military itemsand artifacts thatare notaviation-related.
But several boxes were directly related to NAS Olathe. These

The improved LeRhone exhibit.

included hundreds of photographs. docu-
ments, and physical artifacts. It took
some time to sortand store the materials
received from OONAM.

Thencame the problem of how best
to exhibit the history of NAS Olathe. We
physically could not re-erect OONAM
inside our hangars. and we were looking
for the best ways and means to exhibit
some oftheitems we had. Gene’sacqui-
sition of the two large cases solved this
problem. The cases were placed end to
end. forming essentially one very large
exhibitarea. The gap between the cases
was filled with aboard thatallowed more
display area. Then curator Danny San
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Romani began moving boxes of artifacts, photos,
and records to the library and basically told Tom,
“Buildit.” Noproblem. Danny wasnot done, though,
as he then began bringing down additional itemstoo
large to store ina box.

Tom began wading throughall the material just
tosee what we had. then figured out what he could use
to best tell NAS Olathe’s story. This literally took
months. Martin

In our last issue of Plane Talk we pictured the
LeRhone rotary engine acquired on loan from the Na-
tional Museum of Naval Aviation. Thatexhibithassince
changed considerably. thanks, again. to Gene Howerter
and to Martin Moyer. These tworecently acquired six
beautiful glass exhibit cases for the Museum. The
LeRhoneand othermaterials arenowinone of the cases.

Geneand Martin gotthe cases from a local mall that

had no further need for

Moyer and Amos
Page installed wood
paneling on the back
walls of the exhibit
cases, and Tom then
painted the case interi-
ors. Danny and Zak
Amos painted the
exteriors.

Old Olathe Naval Air Museum
(OONAM) operated in the
former Commanding Officer

and Executive Officer’s quar-
ters from 1992 — 2004.

them. The overall dimen-
sionsareabout46 4inches
X46'2inches X 94 inches.
Four of the cases have
glass enclosures of 46 Y2
inches X 46 Y2inches X 78
inches. Theothertwohave
glass enclosures of 46 Y2
inches X462 inches X 52

Intime we began
to see paper exhibit
panels taped to the library book shelves. These
served asmockups forwhat wouldeventually gointo
the exhibitcases. Eventually the paper panels moved
totheexhibitcases. Thenwe beganto seereal exhibit
itemsreplace the paper panels, until panel by panel the
exhibitwasin place. Tom applied a coat of paint to
the floor ofthe cases and putin hislastitems. Lights
were installed. and the exhibit was fully lighted for
public viewing onthe day ofthe Pancake Feed.

Asthey become available, Tom willadd more
modelairplanes ofthe typesused during NAS Olathe’s
28-year history. Wealso havea few large insignia to
place ontop ofthe exhibitcases, butasitstands now
the exhibit presents a great history of NAS Olathe,
one oftwo Naval Air Stationsestablished in Kansas.
The other was NAS Hutchinson.

inches. Allsixare mounted
on casters. Gene and
Martin donated the money to buy three of the cases, and
the mall gave them the other three. All said and done,
these six cases cost $25 each. One of them now holds
the two storyboards given to us by the Seaman High
Schoolstudents.

Construction of anew exhibitisunderway inthe
Hangar 604 workshop. Gene isrefurbishing acase to
house a collection of models of Sovietaircraft.

In 1995 Topeka hosted Treasures of the Czars for
afive-monthperiod, bringing thousands of people tothe
capital city to see the exhibits. CAM put together an
exhibit of 10 model aircraft of the Soviet Union as a
related topic. This exhibit remained until May 2000

"Exhibits," con't. on page 8
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Above: The left side of the
NAS Olathe exhibit.
Right: And the right side.

"Exhibits," con't. from page 7

when it was taken down as we prepared to
haveanew floorcovering installedin Hangar
602.

Throughanacquisition made by Dick
Trupp and Gene Howerter, we got an
exhibit case that seemed tailor-made to put
the Soviet models back on exhibit. Also,
since the time the original models were placed
in storage. we acquired additional models
from three differentdonors. Wenow have 18
Sovietaircrafimodels withsevenmore inkit
form.

Wealso had in storagea 30 inch X 40 inch photograph of Alexander Pokryshkin.a World War I hero of the
Soviet Unionand theirsecond leading ace with 59 aerial victories. One ofthe models we have representsanaircraft
Pokryshkin flew. Interestingly. itisan US-built Bell P-39 Airacobra.

Gene varnished the interior and exterior of the exhibit case and installed glass shelving to complement the
existing wood shelves. Pokryshkin’s photo is currently mounted on the rear wall of the case. and Gene is building
frameworks to hold text panels and other photos. He is designing the case toallow additional models to be exhibited
as they are built. =




New
Supporters

Will Cleaver
George Catt

Renewing
Supporters

Dr. Carl & Marguerite Fyler
James & Mary Hunt
PaulIdol
Scotty Larimar
Roger Lovett
Don & Becky Mathers
Martin Moyer
William Morgan
Franklin Nelson
Don & Nancy Nisbett
Richard Olson
Amos Page
- DanPulliam
Chris & Claire Rundel
Danny San Romani
William Shilling
The Webber Family
Rees, Kathy, Karsen.
Morgan, & Luke
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Aviation Education Classes
foryoung people

Overthe last several years Combat Air Museum
has conducted classes for students between the ages of
7and 15inits Aviation Education Class. focusing on
the history of aviation, principles of flight, parts ofan
airplane and how they work, weather and weather
forecasting, aviationcommunicationsand flightcontrol.
These four-day long classes are conducted overschools’
spring break and three times in the summer.

The costofthe class is $40.00 per student. Foran
additional $40.00.astudent cantake areal airplane flight

Jointhe
CombatAir
Museum!

Visitors

During March
the Museum had
926 visitors
from 33 states
and
Canada
CostaRica
Great Britain
Japan

During April
we had
697 visitors
from 35 states
and
Australia
Canada
Finland
Germany
Great Britain
Russia
Scotland

>

and experience much of what is cov-
ered in the class curriculum. including
communicating with a control tower
and handling the flight controls. Thisis
the kind of experience thathopefully
might encourage a young person 1o
pursue a related career in a physical
science. physics ormathematics.

Ifyouwould like to have achild.
a grandchild. and/or a young friend
enroll inthe Museum’s Aviation Edu-
cation Class, call the Museum at 862~
3303. We are offering sessions in
June. July and August. See "2007
Events Calendar" (page 12) for the
dates and times. =

Visit our
website
at
WWW.
combat
air
museum.org
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s
Above: The audience watching the pancake
catching contest.
Right: The pancake is just above Drew

Switzer's head. Katy Morgan and Steve
Blake look on in the background.

Phot os by Don Mathers

"Pancake Feed,' con't. from page 1

take partinsome line dancing. We now have a photo-
graphic record of Dick Trupp. Ray Irwin and Gene
Howerteronthe floortrying tokeepup with Beverly and
some of her dancers.

Greg Inkmann brought out some very small.
electrically—powered. remote control airplanesand flew
these in an area by the F11F-1 Blue Angel. Don
Mathers had the Blue Angel cockpit open for folks to
sitin. They couldalso have their picture taken while inthe
pilotseatifthey wanted.

When Dan’s band students were not playing or
Beverly's students not dancing. we had hangar music
courtesy of asound system provided and setup by Jim
Leighton. Dick and Gene also used the system to
announce our celebrity flippers and the entertainment.

Gene was the play-by-play. or perhaps bettersaid.
the flip-by-flipannouncerof'the pancake catching com-
petitionamong weather persons from Topeka’s three

televisionstations. Drew Switzer of WIBW-TV Chan-

nel 13, Katy Morgan of KSNT-TV Channel27,and
Blake Smith of KTKA-TV Channel 49 had their
paper plates at the ready as Bob Carmichael flipped
pancakes towards them. Each of the three was high
stepping across the hangar floor trying to keep up with
Bob’s pancake deliveries. The competition wasareal
crowd pleaser. and the audience got to participate in
choosing the winner. Katy Morgan got the blue ribbon
forthisyear.

Ticketsales closed atnoon. and volunteers began
clearing theempty tables. By 1:10 p.m. the three planes
wetook out of the hangar were back intheir places, the
hangar doors were closed and the volunteers headed
home. Thus ended Pancake Feed 2007. Ithad beena
very busy morning. butone that was both successful and

funforattendeesand volunteers alike.
» »> P>
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Our celebrity flippers included the following folks:

BenBauman

AlexandraBlasi
Norton Bonaparte
H R Cook
TedEnsley

Dr. Jerry Farley
Richard Forester
BillandNancy Irwin

AnnMah
JimMenge
Katy Morgan

JohnNave
BelindaPost
JimRyun

Lindsay Shively
Blake Smith

Bruce Steinbrock
Drew Switzer

Ron Thormburgh
Michelle Walthers
JamesMartin
Andy Kavanaugh
JeffRickard
BenBianchino

»
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KTKA-TV Channel 49

News Anchor

Miss Southwest Kansas

Topeka City Manager

Manager, Kansas Expocentre

Shawnee County Commissioner

President. Washburn University

President, Visit Topeka. Inc.

Owners, Heartland Park

TopekaRaceway

State Representative

Manager. Forbes Control Tower

KSNT-TV Channel 27

Weatherperson

Topeka City Councilman

Miss Sunflower

Kansas Sports Figure

and former US Representative

WIBW-TV Channel 13

News Reporter

KTKA-TV Channel 49

Weatherman

WIBW AM/FM Sports Radio

WIBW-TV Channel 13

Weatherman

Kansas Secretary of State

Miss Kansas

#32 Washbum University Football

#62 Washburn University Football

#65 Washburn University Football

#77 Washburn University Football
> »

Students from the Beverly
Bernardi Post
Conservatory of Dance
entertainedthe audience.
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2007 Events
Calendar

Event dates subject to change

June
4-7 Aviation Education Class

July
9-12 Aviation Education Class

Au_gust
6-9 Aviation Education Class

September
29 Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk

Michelle Walthers, Miss Kansas, tries out the > D D
Blue Angel’s controls at the annual
Celebrity Pancake Feed. [see story on page 1]

Non-ProfitOrg.
USPOSTAGE
PAID
Topeka. KS 66603
Permit#181

Combat Air Museum
P.O. Box 19142
Topeka, KS 66619-0142




